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dominions were bounded to the north, by the poor, moun-
tainous territories of a petty lord, who paid homage as the
king's vassal The Scythian prime minister being largely
bribed, indirectly obtained his master's consent to suffer this
lord to build forts, and provide himself with arms, under
pretence of preventing the inroads of the Tartars. This
little depending sovereign, finding he was now in a condition
to be troublesome, began to insist upon terms, and threatened
upon every occasion to unite with the Tartars : upon which,
the prime minister, who began to be in pain about his head,
proposed a match betwixt his master, and the only daughter
of this tributary lord, which he had the good luck to bring to
pass : and from that time, valued himself as author of a most
glorious union, which indeed was grown of absolute neces-
sity by his corruption." This passage, cited literally from an
old history of Sarmatia, I thought fit to set down, on pur-
pose to perplex little smattering remarkers, and put them
upon the hunt for an application,

story into an account of the Union. It is the same story, in effect,
which* gave great offence to the Scotch peeis when printed in "The
Public Spirit of the Whigs. 3 The " Medley's33 version tuns : "Eng-
land being bounded on the noith by a poor mountainous people
called Scots, who were vassals to that crown, and the English prime

minister, being largely bribed, obtained the Q---'s consent for the

Scots to arm and exercise themselves ; and they finding they were
now in a condition to be troublesome, began to insist upon terms, and
threatened upon eveiy occasion to join with the French. Upon which
the prime minister, who began to be in pain about his head, set on foot
a treaty to unite the two kingdoms, which he had the good luck to
bring to pass, and from that time valued himself as author of a most
glorious union, which indeed was grown of absolute necessity by his
corruption." [T. S.]